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Is it not so ? And if so, then, is not our path of duty clear ? But we 
sometimes hear it said, ' Oh, but the friends of freedom will be outvoted, and 
the next administration may be as hard as the present ; we must fight — there 
is no other way.' Then there is no hope for the cause of freedom at all. 
The issue is plainly before the people of this country ; and, if the majority 
don't vote on the right side, they certainly would not fight on the right side. 
The cartridge-box would be no safer resort than the ballot-box. If we have 
not national virtue enough to sustain the right at the polls, we]should not sus- 
tain it on the field of battle. This is quite evident ; and those who will calmly 
reflect on the state of things, cannot fail to see that the only hope of the 
friends of freedom must be in that peaceful but overwhelming revolution 
which the people of these United States can, if they will, accomplish in No- 
vember next. 

We cannot see, therefore, why the advocates of peace principles should 
be in the least embarrassed by the position of thing3 in Kanzas. It is clearly 
a case in which violence can effect no desirable end. All that can be wished 
may be achieved by that all-powerful weapon which 

' Comes down as still 

As snowfiakes fall upon the sod, 
But executes the freeman's will, 

A.s lightning does the will of God.' 

To the arbitrament of such a weapon, and not to that of the sword, let us 
refer this great question. At the ballot-box it can be fully and fairly met ; 
and as the people shall there decide, so the fate of Kanzas for freedom or 
slavery will be unalterably fixed." 



THE ESSENTIAL EVIL OF WAR. 

There are but few who do not deplore the evils of war, while only a few 
seem to consider it as a crime. So in the commencement of the Temper- 
ance reformation much was said about the evils of intemperance, while 
only here and there an individual thought the traffic and use of alcoholic 
drinks sinful. But now the traffic is outlawed, and its common use pro- 
nounced sinful. And only upon this view of the subject can the friends of 
Temperance ever hope to succeed. Unless they can maintain, by reason and 
the Bible, that the traffic and use of alcoholic drinks, as a beverage, is sin 
against God and man, the curse of intemperance will again flood our 
country. 

The same may be said of War. Unless the friends of peace can show and 
maintain that war, under all circumstances, is sinful, and forbidden to 
Christians, little will be accomplished. To talk of the evils of war, except 
as a secondary reason for its abolishment, is a waste of words. War, un- 
der any conceivable circumstances, is forbidden by Christ to his disciples, in 
my opinion. And I am glad that the Advocate of Peace seems to be taking 
the right ground on this question. The letter from Rev. Titus Coan, as pub- 
lished some time since, was to the point, and also a recent article headed 
" The True Remedy." Let the friends of peace stand on the Sermon on the 
Mount, and they will soon see that the Gospel is yet the power of God to 
salvation. 



118 Peace Address. 

The slave trade is now called piracy. It always was piracy. Privateer- 
ing will have to be classed in the same category, where it truly belongs. 
Now, let slave-holding be synonymous with man-stealing, as the Scriptures 
say it is, and war as wholesale human butchery, and then we may hope to 
see the earth renovated from tuch direful curses as have swept over it 
for ages like a besom of destruction. S. S. G. 



PEACE ADDRESS. 



THE ADDRESS OF THE CITIZENS OF MANCHESTER,' (ERG.,) TO THE PEOPLE 

OF AMERICA. 

To the friends of peace in England is due the credit of originating and 
occasionally carrying into successful practice, the plan of friendly addresses 
between the people of different countries to avert the danger of a threat- 
ened war. The idea was started first in 1844, during the very alarming dis- 
pute about the Oregon territory, and has since been adopted not only be- 
tween ourselves, but between England and France. It is a measure to 
which none but the veriest blood-hounds of war can object ; and we believe 
it has in every instance been met with a large share of popular and public 
approval, and been attended by none but auspicious results. Such inter- 
changes between the people of two countries, such popular protests in 
advance against an appeal to the sword, such a fraternal clasping of hands 
across the ocean between nations interlinked by almost every conceivable 
bond of duty and interest, can seldom, if ever, fail, however little acknowl- 
edged their effect at the lime, to hold nations back from actual bloodshed. The 
practice, in every view we can take of it, is worthy of commendation ; and 
even where it seems to have no effect on a pending controversy, it neverthe- 
less must, under such governments as those of England and America, be a 
very significant, if not decisive, intimation of popular aversion to any other 
than a peaceful issue of the difficulty, and serve, among a multitude of con- 
curring agencies now at work, to get nations out of their immemorial habit 
of fighting about their disputes. 

We in America are not fully aware how serious was the late apprehension 
in England of war between the two countries. It was this that, called forth 
from such places as Manchester, Liverpool and Glasgow appeals like the fol- 
lowing. Kev. W. Stokes, Secretary of the Peace Conference Committee in 
Manchester, under whose auspices it was got up, informed our Secretary, 
that of the 31,641 signatures, no less than 1 0,000 were obtained in less than 
two days ; and at the public meeting, June 17th, when it was determined 
what disposition should be made of the address, the chairman, George Wil- 
son, Esq., so well known years ago as chairman of the Anti-Corn-Law 
League, stated that in all the business parts of the city only two names were 
refused. 



